What is NILS?

(No Interest Loans Scheme)
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No fees or charges - No interest loans schemes offer people on low incomes the opportunity to access credit for an essential household item without any fees, charges or interest payments. 
Based on trust and recycling funds - As loans are repaid, the money is lent out to other members of the community to utilise this service. 

	In an environment where access to mainstream credit for people on low incomes is limited and the fees and charges levied by fringe credit options such as pawnbrokers or payday lenders are high, NILS’s loans make a considerable difference to the nature of economic participation by families and individuals living on low incomes.


Who is eligible for NILS? 

· People in receipt of a health care card or a pension card or who are identified as living on a low income are eligible to access no interest loans.

· Most NILS have a geographical boundary determined by local post codes. Some NILS are for specific groups of people such as women in a particular area or clients of an organisation

· There is a residential requirement (i.e. lived at their current address for a specified period. These periods can vary: 3, 6 or 12 months).
· The Nils Program is available to people who live in the City of Brimbank. 
What are the loans for - A significant number of people access no interest loans to procure essential household items, including fridges, washing machines, and clothes dryers.  However, the schemes are also committed to being responsive to a wider variety of needs. These may include the purchase of a hot water service, computer, security fence, and assistance to cover essential education or health needs. 

Loans are not for  - emergency relief, bond and rent money, rent arrears, living expenses such as food, bills - gas, electricity or telephone, cash advances, debt repayment and consolidation. Cheques are not payable to the loan recipient or to a third party for a private sale
Loan Limit – $800-$1200 but can be higher depending on need.
How to Apply

● To apply for a NILS loan, contact the St Albans office on 9364 3200.
● We will send you an information kit with a list of documents You will need to bring with you when

    You attend an interview with a loans officer.

● Once you have all your documents you make an appointment to attend a loans interview to work out

   a fortnightly budget with the loans worker.     
● You are then notified of the outcome of your loan application.

Other NILS Programs

NILS operates all across Australia. If you would like to know of other providers in your area please contact Good Shepherd on (03) 9419 5477.
